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lost its spiritual unity by its inner conflict"28. In other
words, rather than changing a rotten society, replacing it
by one that is co-operative and has a unity that is real,
Iqbal is now advising man to leave society as it is, and
through religion to overcome in spirit the unpleasant ma-
terial facts. He is reinstating religion in its time-honoured
role of an idealistic escape mechanism.
There remains yet one damning aspect of Iqbal Even
at his most poetic, his most progressive, his most inclusively
Utopian, he never wished that the new values should apply
to more than half the human race. He never understood,
and he constantly fought against, those who deem that
women too might share in the brave new world. He
imagined European women heartless, hating maternity, love,
and life; he wanted to keep women ' pure * and in sub-
jection. For women he wanted no activism, no freedom,
no vicegerency of God. The glory of struggle and of self-
contained individuality is apparently for man alone.
Woman should remain as she has always been in Islam, con-
fined, acquiescent to man, and achieving nothing in herself
but only through others. She should remain a means to an
end. Iqbal kept his own wives in pardah, and untiringly he
preached to the world his conception of the ideal woman :
The chaste Fatimah is the harvest of the field of submission.
The chaste Fstiraah is a perfect model for mothers.
So touched was her heart for the poor,
That she sold her own wrap to a Jew.
She who might command the spirits of heaven and hell
Merged her own will in the will of her husband.
Her upbringing was in courtesy and forbearance;
And, murmuring the Qur*an, she ground corn.34
And yet Iqbal towards the end must have recognized
that he was wrong about women. There is a hint of this
in his small poem 'aurat: for the first time, he is raising the
question, though he knows that he himself has no answer.
The poem concludes:
I too at the oppression of women am most sorrowful;
But the problem is intricate, no solution do I find possible.*1